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(1) wo#scazima, BFORMOCEZ K.

The world’s languages are like endangered animals. As human population increases, farmland
and cities expand. Crops grow where there was once forest; animals that live there are then driven
into the small wild areas that remain. Animal numbers collapse, and some animals may ultimately
disappear. (1)A similar process threatens many of the world’s languages.

Nobody is absolutely certain, but researchers cite estimates that there are around 6,700
languages spoken in the world today. The most popular are familiar: *Mandarin Chinese, English,
Spanish, Arabic, and *Hindi are the native languages of hundreds of millions of people and studied
by many more. But most of the 6,700 ( 2 ). They are spoken by only thousands of people.
Not only are there few speakers of these languages, but if we examine who the speakers are, we also
find that they are largely old people.

These languages are disappearing at arapidrate. (3 ), we are seeing the greatest language
loss ever. Because most of these languages have no written form, there are no books. As a
consequence, students are not taught them at school and do not have even an elementary knowledge
of them. As old people die, the language dies with them. Researchers are trying to record these
languages before they disappear. However, most of them exist in remote places, and unfortunately
many of them are disappearing without trace. Some experts predict that half of the languages
spoken today will be gone by the end of the century.

Why should this be? Why should a language that has existed for tens of thousands of years
suddenly disappear? The answer lies in the fact that in our global world, a few primary languages

have come to dominate. We can call these languages “killer languages”; (4)English is one of them.

The spread of English around the world proceeded in stages. First came British colonies.
English became the official language of administration. For local people, knowing English became
(5)a vital asset. English ability came to reflect status and income. As a consequence, many parents
chose an English education for their children. These children grew up knowing two languages. In
the next generation, knowledge of the original language would become poor or lost completely.
Similarly, in today’s world, many people are ( 6 ) to cities in order to escape severe poverty. In

the process, they often adopt a dominant language, which is often English.

*Mandarin Chinese:--fE %P [EZE *Hindi--- & 7 4 —if
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a vital asset
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( 2 ) @ theycan easily find @ people are dependent on
® we have never heard of @ you can’t do without
(3 ) @O Inmany cases @ Inthe same way
® In fact @ In the long run El
( 6 ) @O commuting by car @ moving from rural areas
@ helping themselves @ bringing country lifestyles
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English is one of them
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( ) how many languages there are in the world today.
@ Nobody has trouble estimating @ Researchers are sure of
® There is some doubt about @ There used to be no estimating
Half of the languages spoken today might disappear ( ).
@ within the twenty-first century
@ at the end of the next century
@ in the early part of this century
@ in the latter half of the twenty-second century



(3) Alot of minority languages could become mostly or totally lost because ( E ).
@ the number of them is too large for researchers to record
@ old people don’t want to speak them
@ local children cannot easily go to school
@

fewer and fewer people speak them each generation

M5 AXOREL L TRLEIARLDOERD I HNb 1 D, R H13 | 10 ])
@O Ways to Earn a High Income
@ Dominant Languages such as English
@ Expansion of the British Empire
@

How to Save Endangered Languages
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Certain birds are, more often than not, considered bad luck, or even a sign of *impending death.
For example, all over the world, both crows and *ravens have some connection to war, and death.
In early times, crows and ravens were thought to accompany the gods of war, or be signs of the gods’
approaching arrival. This idea later changed. Crows in particular were thought to be *harbingers
of ill fortune or, in some cases, guides to the afterlife. *Woe be it to the person who saw a single
crow or raven flying overhead, for this was most certainly a *portent of death in the near future.

Interestingly, though potentially bad luck for people individually, the raven is considered to be
good luck for the crown of England. So much so, in fact, that a “raven master” is, even today, an
actual government position in London. He takes care of the ravens there and also *clips their wings,
ensuring that these birds can never fly far from the seat of the British government. This way, the
kingdom will never fall to ill fortune.

Another bird that is thought to play a part in forecasting the fortunes of people is the swallow.
Depending on how and when it is seen, the swallow can be a harbinger of either good or ill fortune.
Perhaps inspired by the swallow’s red-brown breast, Christian people initially related the swallow
to the death of Jesus Christ. Thus, people who saw a swallow fly through their house considered it
a portent of death. Later, however, farmers began to consider swallows signs of good fortune. Any
*barn that has swallows living in it is sure to be blessed in the following year. Farmers also have
to beware of killing a swallow; that would be certain to end any good luck they might have had.

Though many people think these superstitions are *old wives’ tales, there is actually some
evidence to support them. For example, crows and ravens, being *scavengers, appear at the
aftermath of battles. Thus, large numbers of crows and ravens could be good indications of war in
an area. As well, swallows feed on insects that can cause infections in cattle. Thus, a farmer who
has many swallows in his barn may actually have healthier animals on his farm. Therefore, the
next time you feel inclined to laugh at an old wives’ tale, maybe you had better find out if there is

any truth to it first!
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R E 3 [ 16] ~ [20])
11 @ respect @ special Q@ species @ condemn
2 D loose @ frost @ hesitate @ seldom
f33 (O weather @ birth Q@ thirsty @ twelfth
14 @ couple @ trouble @ rough @ shoulder
15 @ guitar @ award @ chart @ hard

(IV]) woxtho ( ) ICARNS DICE b2 b DERD 5 B 1 HFOREA,

s [ 2] ~ 30 ])

] 1 Tl never forget ( ) at this university for the past four years.

@ studied @ studying Q@ to study @ to studying
]2 If you don’t pay the bill by Monday, you’ll be charged a late ( ).

D fee @ fare Q@ price @ rate
il 3 She didn’t want to ( ) her secrets to others.

@ discover @ promote ® reveal @ demand
14 We ( ) completed the project and held a party to celebrate it last night.

@ shamefully @ successfully @ hopefully @ regretfully
15 My friend passed me ( ) piece of bread.

@ other @ another @ many @ afew



6 They didn’t realize ( ) interesting the results could be.

D how @ why ® whether @ what

] 7 The soccer game will be held this Sunday as ( ) as the weather is good.
O well @ early ® far ® long

8 You ( ) have made a lot of effort because you passed the entrance exam.
@D can’t @ should ® must ® ought

]9 What a mess! It’s high time you ( ) this room thoroughly.
@ cleaned @ tobecleaned @ clean @ cleaning

110 The flight to London has been cancelled ( ) mechanical failure.
@ despite @ asto Q@ directly @ dueto

(V] RoOLFECAFHRSEDEDICELEI R L OERD 5 Bb 1 SOTORA,

T [ 3]~ [35])

i1 A: Did you hear about the weather tomorrow?
B: No. Is it going to snow?
A: Quite the opposite. It’s going to get up to 20°C.
B: ( )
@ I won’t need my coat. @ We'll need to stay home.
@ That’s really a bad weather. @ Tt be a typical winter day.
]2  A: The store is closed. Where can we get some ice cream?
B: How about the convenience store across from the station?
A: Right, that one is open 24 hours.
B: ( )
@ T'm sorry to be late. @ TIt’s already closed.
@ Idon’t thinkI can. @ Let’s go there then.
13 A: Excuse me, when is the next train to Kyoto?
B: ( )
A: But I thought there was one at 10 : 00.
B: I'm afraid you’ve just missed it.
@D Here comes a taxi. ® Not for another hour.
@ The trip takes forty minutes. @ 'The station is over there.
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A: Good morning. Welcome to the ABC Hotel. May I help you?
B: Good morning. I want to check in.
A ( )
B: Yes, under Yamada Taro.
@ Do you have a reservation? @ Do you have any Japanese staff?

@ Are you booked up for tonight? @ Can I have your room number?

A: Hi, Jane. Isaw you play in your band yesterday.
B: ( )
A Your drum playing has really improved.
B: Thanks. I practice two hours a day.
@ Isn’t my drum nice looking? @ Do you know our band members?

@ What did you think? @® How do you like our guitarist?
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Can you ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) those shoes?

@ without ® wusual @ as @ dance 6 wearing
AT AU A ORI RITND L BNET D,

Who ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) president of the United States?
D you ® do @ elected @ think ® will be
We DD 2T IIUE, R HIFFHEIZKMLTLEI b LALEE A,

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), we might fail in business.

@ his support @ were @ for @ not ® it
PlLdo HMBEICOWTETLE L2, Z0EA T RITENHEEEA,

He talked ( ) ( ), ( ) ( ) ( ) I cannot remember.

D of ® a movie @ about @ which ® the title
FANFTFEBTHDREETEDL LI VEELE L,

I spoke ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) understand me.

@ that ® could @ so @ the children ® slowly
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