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(1) wo#scarzm, BFORMOICEZ k.

Until recently, it used to be common to think of robots as just workers, machines designed to
build cars or do the housework. In fact, the word ‘robot’ comes from the Czech word ‘robota’, which

means ‘forced labour’. But a few years ago, (1)a _robot revolution began. Companies began to

design robots as toys for children. These have become so popular that now some parents and
experts are worried about the effects of friendships between robots and children.

In 1940, Isaac Asimov wrote a story called ‘Robbie’, in which a robot was a child’s best friend.
In the story, the child’s mother had been worried about their friendship until the robot saved the
child’s life at the end of the story. In real life, there are also ( 2 ) about humans ‘hanging out’
with robots.

One of the reasons why experts are worried is because young people might believe that robots
are people, not machines. It may seem strange that we can feel an emotional connection with a
machine, but just think of all the friendly robots that already exist in fiction, from WALL-E to R2-

D2. Could (3)close relationships with a robot confuse children?

Some people think it’s possible. In the past, children would play with *inanimate toys or objects.
But today’s robot toys are designed to express feelings and emotions in a human way, and some are
capable of real interaction with children. When a child says he doesn’t want to play, the robot can
show sadness or disappointment. Some robots are designed to ( 4 ) if they lose in games or if
you shake them.

There are robot toys that can modify their behaviour as they learn about their owner and their
surroundings. That’s the case of PARO, a Japanese robot in the form of a seal. PARO is helping
people suffering from *dementia to feel less lonely. The robot responds to the person’s voice and
touch by moving and making sounds. ( 5 ) a human being, it never has arguments with you.
It’s the perfect companion, bringing enjoyment to people.

However, there’s a real danger that humans sometimes forget that robots are not living beings.
In (6)an experiment, researchers from different universities in Germany asked 89 people to interact
with a robot. When they had finished the interaction, the robot begged half of the people not to
switch it off. These people hesitated before they did so, and 13 people actually refused to switch it
off! Robots may make good companions for certain people. But let’s not forget—they aren’t living

beings and they don’t have feelings.

*inanimate: - #E4A ¥ D *dementia: - R EIGE
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(1) arobot revolution
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(3) close relationships with a robot
O R7EPARZ-L<VOaRy EBRFITTHZ L
Q ENEE ROEAICATEN T 2 A 5 2 &
@ mAy MIHBEWEENABZHERLIED S Z &
@ mARy e AMEOMICBERBEEREEND L

Mz o 2 ), 4 ),( 5 )NZANDZDITEBIEL LG D%, RO D HE 1-OF O,

g [3]~[5])

( 2 ) @ accepted solutions @ fixed rules
@ divided opinions ® overlooked ideas

(4 ) @ be expensive @ feel sick

@ break down ® get upset

( 5 ) @ Unlike @ Similar to
® Aswell as @ But for
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(6) an experiment
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(1) The story ‘Robbie’ seems to have ( ).
@ enthusiastic fans @ ahappy ending
@ areligious storyline @ only male characters

(2) A robot named PARO can ( ).

@ learn by itself without instruction
correctly tell what it thinks to its owner
react to the voices of people around it

move like a real seal
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(3)  What must be remembered about robots is ( @ ).
@ they cannot be human beings with feelings
@ the abilities of robots are inferior to those of human beings
@ their appearance does not correctly reflect what they are

@ 1in most cases, deep bonds develop between robots and humans

15 AXOXRMELTRLEDARLOE, RO HHE 1 OEA, U513 10 ])
@ Easier Lives with Housemaid Robots
® Robots as Our Best Friends
@ How Human Beings Work in the Machine Age
@ The Weaknesses of New Technology

() wo#scazsm, BFORMOICEZ k.

How many students drop out of high school in the United States? Nobody seems to know with
certainty, but statistics indicate it might be a lot more than most people think. Recent studies have
found that only about 75 percent of all high school freshmen receive a *high school diploma and that
in the fifty largest US cities, the number falls to 52 percent—(1)/barely more than half. Previous
studies had shown that 85 percent of all high school students graduated. The US now has the
highest dropout rate of all industrialized countries. It is estimated that more than 1 million
students drop out of high school every year, or 7,000 each school day. According to one study,
America is the only industrialized nation in which children are less likely to graduate from high
school than their parents.

The rising dropout rate has alarmed both educators and ( 2 ). In this age of advanced
technology, education is more important than ever. To get a good job, workers need to know how to
read. They must be able to quickly calculate complex math problems. High school dropouts hurt
not only themselves but also the American economy. They hinder America’s ability to compete
against the rest of the world. A worker without a high school diploma earns an estimated $300,000
less in his or her lifetime than a high school graduate. A dropout has less spending money to help
the economy and less to pay the government in the form of taxes. Because the government collects
less tax money, it cannot pay as much to retired people who have worked hard their entire lives.
One report estimated that high school dropouts in one recent school year will cost the US almost
$330 billion. In addition, dropouts are more likely to get into trouble. They often rely on
government welfare programs, which are funded by American taxpayers. Studies have shown that
(3)Jas much as 75 percent of all prisoners in the United States, for example, did not finish high school.

Several cities have formed (4)programs to help high school dropouts. In Houston, Texas,
volunteers—including the mayor—go to dropouts’ homes and try to convince these students to give
school another try. More than 5,000 city dropouts have returned to the classroom since the program
started in 2004. In Virginia, a private business has donated money to open two non-traditional

schools for high school students who are struggling in conventional schools and are likely to drop

_3_



out. And in Washington, D.C., a private welfare agency has started a program to help dropouts

learn job skills.
*high school diploma- &% D 25 3G E:
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(1) barely
@ narrowly @ actually
Q@ obviously @ mainly

(3) as much as
@ exactly @ no less than
® more than @ less than

2 XHO( 2 NICARZOILRLENALOZ, KOS binb 1 o8, EESE[1])
@ caseworkers @ schoolteachers

@ students @ economists
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O American children seem to be more likely to drop out of high school than their parents.
@ High school graduates earn at least $300,000 by the time they retire.

@ About two-thirds of the prisoners in America can’t read, write, or do math.

@

Various campaigns could increase the American dropout rate in the future.

(M) ®koFEOTT, FHREBOKENAMOELBREDDE, KO I BHE 1 OFOE~,

(&3 [16] ~ [20])

i1 @ robot @ stone @ total @ won
fi2 (O amuse @ purchase @ revise @ disease
i3 O umbrella @ successful Q@ expensive @ ingredient
14 (@ yacht @ echo @ chorus @ technique
fi5 (O breathe @ treaty Q@ pleasant @ feature
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11 Make sure you do your homework, ( ) you will get into trouble again.

@ and @ so d or @ for
1 2 In the airline business, even a small mistake can ( ) to disaster.
D lead @ cause @ result @ occur
3 ( ) true to your beliefs is better than following other people blindly.
D Be @ Being @ Having been @ To being
14  You cannot be ( ) careful when crossing streets without traffic signals.
@ enough @ much @ little @ too
[l 5 Nicole has a bad ( ) of laughing in serious situations.
@ Dbenefit @ orbit @ exit @ Thabit
16 That new video game is not so popular ( ) to its complicated story.
@ among @ owing @ since @ in spite
] 7 This is the movie ( ) has influenced my way of thinking about Japan.
@O where @ what ® that @ 1in which
8 ) you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.
O Will @ Can ® Should @ Shall
9 ( ) what to say to comfort him, she just sat next to him in silence.
@ Not knowing @ Not known ® TUnknown @® No knowing
110 How did you ( ) the present from your cousin in Australia?
@ think @ like @ like of @ like to
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(R 13 [31] ~ [36] )

11 A Look at all the people waiting for the elevator.
B: How about using the stairs to go up instead?
A ( )
B: Think of it as good exercise.
@ But our class is on the top floor! @ This is a one-story building.
@ There’s no way to get there. @ We're stuck in traffic!
12 A: Have you managed to get in touch with Fred?
B: No, I haven’t. He hasn’t replied to any of my emails.
A ( )
B: OK. Tl try.
@ You should call him on the phone. ® 1It's a waste of time.
@ Maybe you're too nervous. @ Iknow his email address, too.
13 A: Can 1 help you?
B: Thanks! It’s a bit too high for me to reach it.
A ( )
B: I'm glad you came.
@D You can’t reach it, either. @ T'm counting on you.
@ Let me get it for you. @ T'm shorter than you.
14 A Lucy, is there any pizza left in the kitchen? Where’s my pizza?
B: Oh, sorry. It’s all gone.
A ( )
B: Yes, your pizza’s on the way. Please wait a little while.
@ How many pizzas are left? @ Did you order another one for me?
@ What kind of pizza do you like? @ Who ate all of it?
15 A: What seems to be the trouble today?
B: Well, I have a sharp pain in my stomach.
A ( )
B: Right here, on the lower left side.
@ When did the pain start? @ Can you describe the problem?
@ How bad is the pain? @ Which part hurts the most?
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fil 1

fil 2

fil 3

fil 4

fil 5
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We must reduce costs ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) a profit.
D we ® to Q@ if @ are ®
PIXHICRZ N TRZ RO TnE Lz,

He was staring ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) his eyes.

@ in @ at @ me @ tears ®
ZTORTEINHIEL TWD X5 TT,

There seems ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) the car.

D to ® with @ wrong @ Dbe ®
HRETIZLR— F2EDOLETIZLVDOTTA,

I( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) by the end of the week.

@ finish ® would @ the report @ wish ®
EARRITRERD D 0> Th, FMIHRTZDZ L 2FFH>OH Y TY,

No ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), 'm going to wait for you.
D takes ® how @ long @ matter ®

make

with

something

you

it
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